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Even as Colombian President Andres Pastrana conferred with US President George W. Bush
about the future of Plan Colombia, fallout from the plan was increasing. The US- engineered
effort ostensibly aimed at reducing drug trafficking through US$1.6 billion in mostly military aid is
meeting resistance in Colombia's neighbors. The US military aid has also strengthened hard-liners
in the Colombian government and within guerrilla ranks opposed to a peace settlement.
Mexican Foreign Minister Jorge Castaneda said he warned US Secretary of State Colin Powell that
Colombia's neighbors are extremely concerned about the conflict spreading. Surrounding countries,
including Venezuela, Brazil, and Ecuador, have said they fear being dragged into the war by fighting
that is spreading across their borders, and they fear environmental side effects from the fungicides
used to spray coca crops. "These are not silly concerns," Castaneda said. "These are concerns of very
reasonable people and the US should listen."

Ecuador seeing the greatest problems
Despite Ecuadoran President Gustavo Noboa's formal promise to the nation's Indians not to allow
Ecuador to be harmed by Plan Colombia (see NotiSur, 2001-02-09), problems along the border with
Colombia are multiplying. Ecuador signed an agreement in October 1999 to allow the US military
to make surveillance flights over drug-producing regions in Central and South America from an
airfield in Manta. Ecuadorans fear that their country will become a staging ground for US military
intervention in Colombia and will incite retaliation by Colombian groups that profit from the drugs
trade.
In early February, Colombian paramilitary fighters crossed the Rio San Miguel, the border between
the two countries in the department of Sucumbios, and threatened the Indians living there to
leave or be killed. The Indians said the paramilitaries accused them of giving information to the
Ecuadoran army that led to the destruction of a coca-processing lab in Ecuadoran territory. The
displaced families had no doubts that the threat came from the paramilitaries.
"Now they want to kill us, because they think we informed against them. But we didn't even know
about the laboratory," said one campesino. About 500 Ecuadoran Indians left their villages in search
of safety in the interior, said Gen. Victor Zabala, army commander for Ecuador's Amazon region. In
mid-February, several people were massacred near the border. The local political leader from the
village of Mataje, in the province of Esmeraldas, was killed along with a daughter, two brothers, and
two cousins.
Police say the killing was related to drug trafficking in the area. Maximo Abad, mayor of Nueva Loja,
the capital of Sucumbios, requested an urgent meeting with government authorities to demand
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protection for the communities that have been threatened and to request assistance in providing for
the people who have been displaced from their land.

Two provinces stage strike
Civic groups, local mayors, provincial governors, indigenous communities, and church leaders in
Sucumbios and Orellana provinces held several days of protests in mid- February during which
hundreds of demonstrators blocked highways and took control of nine state-owned oil platforms.
The two provinces are among the poorest and least developed in Ecuador despite the presence of
the richest oil fields in the country. The protestors called for paved roads, broader electric service,
and increased security along the northern border.
Gov. Luis Bermeo of Sucumbios demanded that the border area be declared neutral territory and
that the government "assume its commitments to the provinces that produce the country's oil, while
the local population lives in poverty." Last year, the government announced a plan for economic and
social development and for military security for the region, but funding has not been forthcoming.
"The national authorities got us in this mess and then just disappeared," said Bermeo. "There is no
development project to counteract the effects of Plan Colombia, nor is there any military action to
protect the communities from the paramilitaries." Bermeo also complained that banana and coffee
plantations and livestock on farms near the Colombian border were affected by chemical spraying of
coca crops in Colombia.

Ecuador to request more US funds
Ecuador's Foreign Minister Heinz Moeller met with the Permanent Council of the Organization of
American States (OAS) on Feb. 28 and stressed Ecuador's opposition to the regionalization of Plan
Colombia. Moeller expressed his "grave anguish for the negative effects that the application of Plan
Colombia has had on the border with that country."
While in the US, Moeller also planned to request more money from the US Congress. He said
last year US officials pledged between US$50 million and US$60 million a year for the next five
years for military security and economic development on the border, but Ecuador has only
received US$8 million. "Ecuador requires effective international support, which we have begun to
solicit," said President Gustavo Noboa. "The consequences of the illicit activities of the production
and trafficking of drugs, as well as the actions used to repress such activities, have regional
repercussions. The countries that border on Colombia, which are the most exposed, urgently need
substantive cooperation from the international community."

Venezuela bracing for fallout
The Venezuelan government has been outspoken in its opposition to the heavy military component
of Plan Colombia. It has demanded that Colombia increase security forces along the 2,200-km
common border to prevent an influx of drug traffickers and common criminals. Carlos Castano,
leader of the paramilitary Autodefensas Unidas de Colombia (AUC), has accused Venezuela of
harboring guerrillas and has threatened to pursue them inside Venezuelan territory. Venezuelan
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Defense Minister Jose Vicente Rangel recently announced a step-up in Venezuelan military
presence along the border. He said President Hugo Chavez strongly supports Colombia's peace
process and will, along with Brazil, Panama, Ecuador, and Peru, send a representative to the talks
with the Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) on March 8.
The human rights organization Programa Venezolano de Educacion-Accion en Derechos Humanos
(PROVEA) and the Colombian nongovernmental organization (NGO) Renacer say approximately
300 Colombians, half of them children, have come into the Venezuelan state of Zulia, fleeing
paramilitary violence. The Catholic Apostolic Vicariate of Machiques in northwestern Venezuela
sent a letter in late January to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Caracas asking
for humanitarian assistance for Colombian refugees in Venezuela.

Panama and Costa Rica not exempt
NGOs have reported that Indians fleeing the violence in Colombia have crossed into Panama. The
Indians are part of the Embera community who live in the department of Choco on the border
between Colombia and Panama. Their plight was raised by Jorge Rojas, director of the humanitarian
organization Consultoria para los Derechos Humanos y el Desplazamiento (CODHES), during a
press conference in which the NGO presented a new report on human rights and international
humanitarian law. The CODHES report coincided with reports by the Panamanian government that
it was providing assistance to 435 displaced Colombians, 151 of whom crossed the border between
Jan. 18 and Feb. 10. The others entered Panama last year.
CODHES said nearly 15,000 Colombians last year crossed into Ecuador, Venezuela, and Panama.
Meanwhile, in its response to the threat of spillover from Plan Colombia, Brazil has militarized
its border with Colombia through Operacion Cobra to prevent drug trafficking or guerrillas from
crossing the border. Plan Colombia will increase the displacement of people from Colombia to
neighboring countries, including Costa Rica, said Chilean Jaime Ruiz of the UNHCR office in San
Jose. Ruiz said while Ecuador is a major area where displaced Colombians go, Brazil, Venezuela,
Panama, and even Costa Rica are also affected. In addition to those fleeing violence, he said,
Colombia, like the rest of Latin America, also produces economic refugees.
Antonio Cancado, president of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACHR), said economic
globalization is paradoxically creating greater social destabilization, since the movement of capital
often provokes crises that hit hardest at the poorest sectors of society. "The international movements
of capital generate earnings that at times contribute to creating serious crises, which in turn provoke
migrations of people and human insecurity," said Cancado.
Coca production could shift back to Peru and Bolivia For years, Peru and Bolivia were the leading
suppliers of coca for Colombian traffickers. But eradication and interdiction efforts in the early
1990s, among other factors, pushed production into Colombia, now the leading producer of coca
leaf.
Eradication efforts in Colombia have raised concerns in neighboring countries that coca production
may now shift back to Peru or Bolivia, or begin in Ecuador. "I think we all agree it would be most
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unfortunate if this became like a balloon you squeeze it like a balloon and it pops out all over," said
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA). But without a significant drop in demand, the squeezed- balloon
scenario is likely. Ecuador's army has dismantled two cocaine processing labs in the jungle within
the past month.
Defense Minister Hugo Unda said on Feb. 9 that "coca has already begun to be planted in
Ecuadoran territory." Campesinos in Sucumbios reported that drug traffickers were pressuring
them to plant coca instead of coffee. The campesinos said the "strangers" had offered them much
greater profits than they earned on coffee, as well as training in coca cultivation. "It takes months
of training to grow high- quality coffee, but planting coca is easier and you earn more," said a
campesinos who asked not to be identified.
The presence of paramilitaries and drug-traffickers in Sucumbios was reported last October by
the Grupo Civil de Monitoreo de los Impactos del Plan Colombia en Ecuador, which links human
rights and environmental organizations. At that time, the group said paramilitaries and drug
traffickers had begun to buy up land in Ecuador's Amazon jungle region to plant coca, because of
the increasing difficulties in growing the crop in Colombia. Meanwhile, in Peru, coffee growers
said in early February they were concerned that stepped-up aerial spraying and increased military
activity in Colombia could stimulate coca production and discourage coffee growing in Peru. They
said campesinos who had been convinced to switch from coca to coffee might now be persuaded to
switch back.
"There's a substantial difference in the price of coca leaf, which runs from US$2 to US$2.40 per kg,
and coffee, which sells for US$0.85 to US$0.90 per kg," said Lorenzo Castillo, head of the National
Coffee Board. "This pressure makes campesinos switch crops, and we can't stop them. The worst
thing is that coffee producers have started to abandon their fields and Plan Colombia is bound to
make coca prices rise and make this activity even more profitable."
And in Bolivia, President Hugo Banzer, who has made eradication of illegal coca fields the
cornerstone of his presidency, has warned that without significant increases in US aid to counteract
Plan Colombia, the country will be unable to prevent a resurgence of coca growing.

-- End --
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